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Mission Statement: To eliminate substance abuse through community effort. 

Vision Statement: Our Dream is through God’s guidance; we unite our community, and create an environment that encourages the 

elimination of substance abuse, so our children and families can thrive in a spiritual, moral, healthy, drug-free environment.

Attendees: 
Gabe Garza – ADACCV 
J.B. Hall – Private Citizen 
Alicia Henry – Concho Valley Action Agency 
Carol Kohutek – Smoke-Free San Angelo 
JoElla Mendez – CARES Assistant 

Phil Neighbors – San Angelo Chamber 
E. Angelina Osornio – CARES Coordinator 
Dr. Ken Stewart – ASU & CARES Chair 
Sherri Willocks – San Angelo Community Medical Center 

 

1. Dr Kenneth Stewart called meeting to order 

 Asked for attendee introductions 

 

2. Reviewed General Membership MOU – Dr. Stewart (Document Attached) 

 Dr. Stewart express that this would help coalition members have a better understanding 
of their role and expectations and encourage more involvement 

 Angelina further explained Article 2, Item 1 on the MOU further by stating it can be an 
activity a member’s organization is already that CARES becomes involved in. 

 

3. Coalition Panels – Dr. Stewart (Document Attached) 

 Reviewed each panel (Information Liaison, Membership, Public Relations) and those 
who have already signed up 

o Public Relations Panel – Meet once or twice near the end of the fiscal year after 
media budget has been set to plan how to best advertise the coalition and PSAs 

1. Angelina provided example: CARES billboard contract will term at the end 
of this month.  Panel members decide is this worthwhile?  Do we 
continue?  Do we take a different route? 

2. Already signed on: Kristi Buckingham, Retha Fortenberry, & Alicia Henry 
o Information Liaison Panel – More of a scanning group to inform the coalition of 

upcoming advocacy opportunities; specifically pertaining to community policies 
(i.e. Smoke-free Ordinance). Members are not choosing a side, simply advising of 
opportunities 

1. Already signed on: JB Hall, Phil Neighbors, Sammy Sablan, & Eric Sanchez 
o Membership Panel – Help with member recruitment and advice with member 

orientation packet.   
1. Already signed on: Officer Zach Upton 

o Full panel descriptions in attached document  
 Members were encouraged to sign up to at least one panel 
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4. Discussed Membership Orientation Needs – Dr. Stewart 
 Dr. Stewart encouraged attendees to provide feedback by asking them what would 

make them feel like they belong to the CARES coalition. 
 Alicia felt like the MOU was a good start to give members expectations 
 Dr. Stewart said we could invite new members to give short presentation and express 

why they would like to be part of coalition 
 Sherri suggested the following: sending a welcome/thank you letter, an item with the 

coalition logo and “Member” on it and a membership certificate  
 Phil added the welcome/thank you letter should also include a list of upcoming events 

members can participate in to encourage involvement immediately and the certificate 
can state something along the lines of “I am a member…I help reduce substance abuse” 

 Phil explained the Chamber of Commerce sends out 9 post cards to their members 
throughout the year to remind them of the benefits of belonging to the Chamber 

 Attendees seemed to agree that receiving an occasional item (letter/postcard) in the 
mail seems more personal now that we are in the age of email 

 Carol added that having clear and set meeting times on the MOU is helpful because that 
is the first thing she looks at to determine if the time event fit her schedule 
 

5. Smoke-free San Angelo Ordinance – Carol Kohutek 
 Carol provided a copy of the ordinance to attendees 
 A Public Hearing pertaining to the Smoke-Free Ordinance will be held at the City Council 

Meeting on Tuesday, May 18th 
o Supporters are encouraged be present to show support 

 The Smoke-free San Angelo Committee will not accept any exemptions in the ordinance; 
for example, ‘exclude bars’ – all public places will be required to be smoke-free 

 Smoke-free San Angelo will stick to the health issue for their primary arguments 
o Opponents tend to try to pull from the business angle and personal rights angle  

 Letters to the editor in support of the ordinance are extremely helpful 
 A 2nd public meeting is required for the ordinance and it will take place either June 1st or 

15th and supporters are encouraged to attend, as well 
 Explained timeframe, voter Id’s, and missing May ballot issue 
 On July 26th, ADACCV will allow Smoke-free San Angelo to use art created by local youth 

from their Tobacco-Free Kids Day Art Contest to display at Sunset Mall 
 CARES is officially a sponsor of Smoke-Free San Angelo and have publically endorsed the 

smoke-free ordinance 
 CARES has already utilized their website and newsletter to publicize Smoke-free San 

Angelo’s efforts  
 Action item* - CARES will utilize their Concho Valley Homepage ad to advertise their 

efforts 
 Dr. Stewart stated the Smoke-free Ordinance will be an agenda item at the next CARES 

Steering Committee meeting 
 Carol added Smoke-Free San Angelo is interested in dispersing information at Living in 

the Light’s Picnic  on May 22nd 
o Angelina explained that she will get Carol the contact information so they can 

inquire getting a booth at the picnic 
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6. Help fill the 5th Grade Commencement Project Backpacks – Angelina 
 Angelina explained the purpose of the backpack project 

o All participating schools’ 5th grade students will receive a backpack filled with age 
appropriate materials pertaining to alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana and flyers 
advertising free to low-cost summer activities in an effort to prepare them for 
middle school 

 A sample backpack was passed around 
 Sherri suggested Safe Kids San Angelo and offered to get in touch with Catie 

Wiedenhofer to learn if they have any summer programs available 
 JB Hall suggested the Boy Scouts 

 
7. Reviewed – Dr. Stewart 

 04/13/10: When Sean Speaks Recap 
o Survey results showed an overwhelmingly positive response to the presentation 

 05/03/10: It’s 2010 – Do You Know Your Teen? 
o Teen response at CHS was great 
o Low turnout at parent event in the evening 

 05/22/10: Upcoming event Living in the Light’s Working Together for a Drug-Free 
Community Picnic 

 05/28/10: 5th Grade Commencement Project 
 

8. Review Coalition Meeting Times – Dr. Stewart 
 Phil explained the meeting turnout is greater at the noon meetings 
 Alicia noted a great difference in attendance between the noon and evening meeting 
 Dr. Stewart called for motion to move all future meetings to noon 
 JB seconded 
 All voted to move the meetings to noon 

 

9. Attendees Encouraged to Turn in General Membership MOU – Dr. Stewart 
 

10. Next Meeting 
 DATE: Thursday, June 10, 2010 
 TIME: 12 pm 
 LOCATION: ASU’s WED Center (inside the Bentwood Building) 

 5301 Knickerbocker Rd 
 San Angelo, TX 

 Lunch will be served. Please RSVP.  

 

11. Dr. Stewart calls meeting adjourned 
 JB motions 
 Alicia seconds 

Upcoming Events: 

 May 22 – Working Together for a Drug Free Community Picnic, Kirby Park 

 May 28 – 5th Grade Commencement Project 

 


